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State-Making in Pakistan 


ls Islam a “third force?” Religion still dominates Pakistan politics but other 
issues are emerging as Pakistanis hammer out structure of their new state. 


BY RICHARD SYMONDS 


W's INDIA WAS PARTITIONED in August 1947, 
Pakistan, as the smaller of the successor states, 
was at a disadvantage in having to create an entirely 
new federal government and administration. Moreover, 
Pakistan was immediately faced with very serious prob- 
lems of refugee resettiement and economic and foreign 
policy. Partly as a consequence of these preoccupations, 
the new federal constitution has not yet been drafted, 
and does not seem likely to be in the near future. Pre- 
liminary st¢ps have, however, been taken, which give 
some clues as to the kind of state that Pakistanis wish 
t» create, and as to some of the domestic political is 
sues which it will face 

Under Section 8 of the Indian Independence Act of 
the British 1947), the Government of 
India Act of 1935 became 


the working constitution of Pakistan. The Constituent 


Parliament 
with certain adaptations, 


Assembly, elected indirectly by the provincial assemblies 
in 1947, was given two separate functions, first to pre- 
pare a Constitution, and second to act as a Federal 
Legislative Assembly or Parliament until that Con- 
stitution came into effect. The Constituent Assernbly 
can amend the Indian Independence Act or the Gov- 
ernment of India Act, and no act of the British Par- 
liament can be extended to Pakistan without legisla- 
tion by it. Pakistan remains a Dominion of the British 
Commonwealth, but has the right to secede from it 


Although her Governor General is formally appointed 


Mr. Symonds has served with the Friends Ambulance Unit 
in undivided India, with the Goverament { Bengal, and 
recently with the United Nations Commiumon for India 


i Paehistan 


more 
and Pakistan. He is the author of The Mating 
published by Faber and Faber, London, in March 1950, from 


which much of the material in thes article is taker 


byw the King, he is nominated by the Pakistan Cabinet. 
Pakistan may therefore be described as a sovereign in- 
dependent state 

The government of Pakistan is carried on by a 
Cabinet of Ministers, who are collectively responsible 
to the Constituent Assembly, and who are also members 
of that Assembly. The Governor General has no in- 
dividua! discretion, and is always presumed to act on 
the advice of his ministers. He may promulgate or- 
dinances, but these are subject to repeal by the Consti- 
tuent Assembly. The Dominion is a federation, and the 
Government of India Act defines those subjects which 
are the responsibility of the central government and 
those which are the responsibility of the provinces. The 
central judiciary consists of a Federal Court of Pak- 
stan with original, appellate, and advisory functions. 
Its judges are appointed by the Governor General 

The Dominion, with a total estimated population of 
about 80,000,000. consists of: 
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ministrations but te create an entire new central ad- 
ministration. To British officers 
of the Indian services were encouraged to continuc 
with Pakistan. Former British officers of the Indian 
Civil Service were appointed as Governors of three out 
of the Secretaries of 
four of the federal ministries, and in many other senor 
positions. British officers were abo retained as heads 
of the Army, Navy, and Air The British Gov- 
ernors of the West Punjab and of the North West 
Fronticr Province resigned in 1949 and were succeeded 


mert the emergency 


four provinces, as Permanent 


Force 


by Pakistanis, and it is hoped to dispense with British 


officers in the Anny by the end of 1950, except as 


technical advisers 


The Constituent Assembly 
The Constituent Assembly is a body of only 70 mem- 


whom are Ministers or important lead- 


in the provinces. In the critical months immediately 


after partition, therefore, while the new provincial 


set 
meet. The Cabinet and the Gov- 
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to all Muslims, male or female, above the age of 18, on 
payment of 2 annas (3 cents) per annum. Each 
province sends delegates to the All Pakistan Muslim 
League Council, which annually elects a President. The 
latter appoints his own Working Committee. The All 
Pakistan League Council consists of about 450 members 
and the Working Committee of about 21 members. A 
amilar procedure is followed in provincial and district 
organizations. In clections to both central and provin- 
cial assemblies the League “ticket” is issued to can- 
didates chosen by subcormmittees of the All Pakistan 
and Provincial Councils. 

Until 1947 the League comprehended all Muslims 
who were in favor of Pakistan, and it had no very 
clear economic program. Its continued cohesion as the 
only important Muslim party has been laryely due to 
the need felt for Muslim solidarity while Pakistan's 
economy was endangered by the influx of refugees, and 
while her political existence appeared threatened by 
her conflict with India ower Kashmir. Mach of the 
energy and interest which might otherwise have been 
directed by political workers toward social and «cco- 
nomic reforms have been spent in organizing home 
guards and relief for refugees from both the Punjab 
and Kashmir 


Criticism Within the League 

Yet, though there is no organized Musbm political 
opposition, there are critical groups within the League. 
On the left is Iftikharuddin, once a Minister in the 
West Punjab, a former Congress Party member and by 
repute a former Cornmunist. Iftikharuddin comes of 
a wealthy and politically prominent Punjab fa:ily 
and owns the Pediuten Timer, which sometimes criti- 
cizes the government for “joining the Anglo-American 
bloc.” He is young, Oxford-cducated, and a capable 
speaker. He may have a conmderable following among 
the West Punjab refugees, for he resigned from the 
provincial government because, as he alleged, it would 
not sufficiently disturb vested interests in their favor 
A more powerful group are the religious critics, of 
whor the most influential and moderate has teen 
Maulana Shabbir Ounani, who died in December 1149 
This group sometimes criticizes the government for 
not being sufficiently Islamic and urges the enforce- 
ment of the Shariat (the ancient laws of Islam). 

The only Muslim in the Constituent Assembly who 
is not a Leaguer is Abdul Ghaffar Khan, the leader 
of the Khudai Khidmatgars (Servants of God) of the 
the party which, in alliance with the Con- 
formed ministries in the North West 
Frontier Abdul Ghaffar is at present in 
jail, under suspicion of plotting against Pakistan with 
the tribal leader, the Fakir of Ipi 
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The most effectiwe political critic of the government 
is probably H. S. Suhrawardy, the last premier of un- 
divided Bengal After parution, Suhrawardy remained 
in India and, working with Gandhi, did much to 
protect the minorities, He has recently migrated to 
Pakistan, where his critician of governmental “in- 
clificiency” and his capable legal defense of persons 
charged with political offenses under the public safety 
ordimances would probably make him the natural leader 
of the opposition ff he could regain his seat in the 
Constituent Amsembly, forfeited by his absence from 
Pakistan. 


Hindu Representation 

The twelve million Hindus who are still in Pakistan, 
almost all in East Bengal, are represented in the 
Constituent Awembly by 12 members of the Congress 
Party and one representative of the Scheduled Castes 
Federation. The Congress members have played their 
unhappy part with dignity, always affirming their loyal- 
ty to the state in making their complaints. For many 
years predominant in government services, in com- 
merce and education in Bengal, and indeed having been 
one of the most powerful forces behind the Indian 
National Congress itself, they now find themselves ex- 
cluded from both the Pakistan and the East Bengal 
Government. 

The Scheduled Castes, low-~aste Hindus who had 
been granted separate representation by the Constitu- 
tion of 1935, have four representatives in the Consti- 
tuent Assembly, three of whom are Congressmen and 
the fourth, the Minister J. N. Mandal, a member of 
the Scheduled Castes Federation. The Scheduled Castes 
have received special benefits from the Pakistan gov- 
ernment. Six percent of the positions in the central 
services are reserved for them, and an annual allot- 
ment of 500,000 rupees is made for their education. 

The Christians at the time of partition suffered con- 
siderable hardship in the West Punjab, where in- 
coming Muslim refugees complained that Christians 
had looted thern in the East Punjab. There are still 
400,000 of them in the West Punjab, but skilful lead- 
ership by S. P. Singha, the former Speaker of the 
Punjab Assembly, has improved their position, and 
they are included in a special reservation of five percent 
of the positions in the services for the minorities in that 
province. They have no representation in the Con- 
stituent Assembly and they have asked for separate 
electorates until “the Muslim League as the National 
Political Body is substituted by one or more political 
organizations open to all communities.” 

The most tranquil minority are undoubtedly the 
Parsees, who have never claimed separate communal 
representation in cither India or Pakistan. They are 
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Persian by origin, and their religion in no way affects 


their politics, In Karachi and Lahore, though few | 


number, they have usefully filled many gaps 


commerce and industry by the departing Hindus 


Present Philosophy of Government 


Although the Constituent Awembly has not yet 


pare doa drait constitution it assed in March 


rewoluteonr nm the Aims and Objects of the Constitu- 


tien.” which was described by the Prime Minister as 


‘the most important occasion in the life of this coun 


try, next in unpertance only to the achievement 


independence.” é the resolution itsel/ 


debate om it a : interest as illustrating the 


poliucal philosophy 


Pakistan and of its principal critics 


The text of the resolution, which was moved 


the Prime Minister. was 
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the present Covernment 


at 


Se that the people of Pakimtan may prouper and attain thew 
nghtful bonoured place amongst the natiom: of the world 
and make thew full contribution towards international peace 


and the progress and happiness of Humanity 


The resolution was adopted without a diviwon alter 
an amendment by the Congress to delete the preambk 
had been defeated by 21 votes w 10. 

The Congress objecuons to the resolution were stated 
by Mr. B. K. Dutta. “Politics and religion belong to 
two different regions of the mind Poliucs belongs to 
the domain of reasem, but you mix it with religion 
You pass into the other world of faith.” He complained 
that “under this clause ‘as enunciated by Islam’ you 
condemn us forever to inferior status.” The Leader of 
the Congress, Mr. S. C. Chattopadhaya, protested 
even ewe vigerousiv You are determined to create 
a Herrenvolk This resolution in its present forr 
epitomises tie spirit om rteactio#r Ihat spirit will not 
remain confined to the precincts of thas House. It will 
wend its waves to the countryvade as wel ” For the 


minoritics A thick curtain is drawn against all rays of 


hope, all prospects of an honorable life 
Maulana Shabbir Osmani indeed may have given 
the non-Muslims some ground for theu apprehen 
wots 
The Islami State,” he said, “means a State which 
is run on the exalted and excellent principles of Islar 
People who do not subscribe to those ideas may 
have a place in the administrative machinery of the 
State, but they cannot be entrusted with the respon- 
ability of framung the general policy of the State or 
dealing with matters vital to its afety and integrity of 


Status of Non-Muslims 


But the Ministers who spoke | the government 
emphaucally repudiat d the accusation that the privi- 
eges and status of the non-Muslims would be less than 
those of the Muslims A non-Musliu stated Liaquat 
Ali, could be at the head of the administration of an 
Islam state. Non-Muslims, he said, would be wel- 
comed into the government servi t Pakistan 
he guarantees which were being given to them 
much more comprehensive than those extended to 
Muslims in the Dominion of India. The Foreign Mini 
ter, Sar Muhammad Zafrullah Khan. added that th 


be protected by the very tea hing of 


4isems 


March 
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from the beginning proclanmed and incubated the wndest 
tolerance. For instance, « far an freedom of comsirace @ 
concerned the Quran says “there shall be no compulsion” of 


fasth 


Iftikharuddin was the only Mush critic of the 
He deplored its failure to guarantee po- 
litical, social, and economic justice. “The fight in this 
" he said, “is not going to be between Hindus 
and Muslims. The battle in times to come will be be- 
tween Hindu have-nots and Muslim have-nots on the 
one hand, and Muslim and Hindu upper and middle 


the other.” 


resolubon 


ountry 


asses ON 


Islam as a Third Way 
He was answered by Sardar Abdur Rab Nishtar, 
Minister for Communications, who asserted that be- 
tween capitalism and Communism, Islamic democracy 
was a third way. “If you are really serious in opposing 
Capitalism as represented by certain countries of the 
West, and Communism as represented by Russia, then 
put forward an system. We, the 
Muslims, believe that a society based upon the Islamic 
principles of freedom, equality and social justice, to 
the Muslims and non-Muslims, believers, and non-be- 
vers, men and women, poor and nich, everybody, 
iy own citizens and foreigners, can be the best alterna- 
tive.” Liaquat Ali was equally emphatic. “When we 
ise the word democracy in the Islamic sense, it per- 
vades all aspects of our life; it relates to our system 
t and to our society with equal validity, 
ec of the greatest contributions of Islam has 
been the idea of the equality of all men.” Maulana 
Shabbir perhaps the most learned Islamic 
House, explained that “Islam has no 
The Islamic State brings about 
of wealth by employing 
methods peculiar to it and distinct from communistic 


alternative social 


Osman 
sholar im the 
truck with capitalism 
in equitable distribution 
practices.” 
After the 


the Constituent 


Objectives Resolution had been passed, 
Assembly appointed a committee of 
to report on the main principles on which 
Pakistan is to be framed.” This 
Committee has set up separate subcommittees to ex- 
rights, (b) franchise, (c) 
d) federal and provincial constitutions 
Although no formal change in the relationship be- 
tween the federal government and the provinces has 
since partition, a tendency to imcereasing 
entral control may be noted. In Sind two premiers 
have been dismissed by the Governor on the orders of 
r General, one for maladministration and 
the other for clectoral musconduct. Whereas in Sind 
the dismised premiers were cach succeeded by an- 
other who formed a new cabinet, in the West Punjab 
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the intervention of the central government was more 
drastic. In that province, the Governor General dir- 
ected the Governor to dismiss the Provincial Awembly 
and take over the administration until new clections 
could be held. The reasons given by the Governor 
General were that “Public life has been demoralized 
by corruption, and the discipline of the services des- 
troved by intrguc The main cause is the failure 
of the members of the Legislative Amembly, elected in 
different circumstances, to rise to the greater respon- 
sibility which independence brings.” 

The existing provincial assemblies were elected on a 
restricted property or educational franchwe. The Cen- 
tral Assembly was indirectly elected from the same 
franchise. As a consequence, large land and busines 
interests are heavily represented. If, as is generally as- 
sumed, the next elections are held on a basis of adult 
or adult male suffrage, a much wider representation 
may be expected, involving extensive agricultural and 
social reforms 


Issue of Land Reform 

In the existing provincial assemblies, and provincial 
League organizations, indeed, land reforms have been 
& principal subject of discussion. In the North West 
Frontier Province the Government's proposed abolition 
of “jagirs”* has caused several landlords to go- into 
opposition. The East Bengal Government is grappling 
with the !60-year-old problem of the Permanent Set- 
tlement of Bengal, under which land revenue was 
permanently fixed by Lord Cornwallis, In Sind an at- 
tempt is being made to give occupancy nights to land- 
less laborers. In the West Punjab the alleged maldis- 
tribution of land to agricultural refugees was an im- 
portant factor in the downfall of the Mamdot Min- 
istry 

Adult suffrage may have another consequence also 
The Prime Minister has referred to his aim as “Islamic 
Socialism” and has stated that “all reforms will be 
carefully considered in the light of the Shariat.” 

The Shariat, literally “The Path,” may be described 
as “the canon law of Islam, as applied in the days of 
the early Caliphs comprising as an infallible 
doctrine of ethics the whole religious, political, social, 
domestic and private life of those who profes Islam." 
Much of it is concerned with religious duties, with 
prayer, fasting, and pilgrimage, and with marriage and 
divorce. But its economic and social teaching, if fully 
applied, as it has seldom been since the days of the 
carly Caliphs, would have a strong leveling influence 
The enforcement of “Zakat,” the annual payment of 


4 Jagivs lands granted by former governments im per 
prtuity 
5S Encyclopedia of Idam, article on Sharia 
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The Nanking Press: April-September 1949 


In Nanking's newspapers after ‘‘liberation"” an American observer finds clues 
to the new direction of Chinese thought and policy. 
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to be the official organ of the new regime in Nanking 

May |? was set as the final date for the registration 
of Chinese-language newspapers and on that day all 
ceased publication except the Hain Hua Jth- 
peo and the Chung-kwe Jih-peo (China Daily). The 
ediately prior to the liberation, had been re- 
garded as the most independent newspaper published in 
Nanking Later two other papers, suppressed by the 
former regime, were registered and began to appear: 
the Han Min Pao (New People’s Paper), on June 3, 
after a lapse of almost ten months, and the Nanking 
Jen Pao Nanking People’s Paper) on July 7, after 
a lapse of more than five months. With the reopening of 
communications following the “liberation” of Shanghai 
on May newspapers began to come in from that 
city once more. The Shanghai Ta Kung Pao (L'Im- 
spite of a drastic change in its ideological 
orientation and modification of the traditional in- 
dependence of its editonal page, remains the best news- 
paper in the remon and the favorite of the more literate 
Nanking readers 


papers 


latter, wnt 


partia 


Purpose of Registration 

On May 13, interim regulations governing the regis- 
of Chinese-owned and Chinese-operated news- 
magarines, and news agencies were issued by 
the Nanking Military Control Commission. These re- 
quired, among other things, the filing of information 
the present and past political views, records, 
and connections of the publishers and of all editors, cor- 
respondents, technical personnel, and stockholders. The 

rpose of registration was “to protect the 
freedom of speech and of the press, and to 
intuerevolutionists of freedom of speech and of 
Newspapers, magazines, and news agencies 
were forbidden bv the regulations “(1) to violate the 
laws and regulations of the Control Commission or of 
!) to carry on propaganda 
democratic activities of the people; (3) to 
divulge national or military secrets, or (4) to publish 


tration 


papers 


regarding 
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peop re. 
deprive 


the press . 


the People’s Government: 


against the 


rumors or slander 

The Han Hue jJih-pao was the most widely read 
newspaper in Nanking. This was partly because it pub- 
proclamations and regulations (as 
well as a great deal of other material that literate peo- 


, and partly be- 


ished al! official 


ple were expected to be familiar with 
cause in additen to readers who bought or borrowed 


copies it reached a large audience through copies posted 
walls at strategic locations throughout the city. 


daily on 
It consisted of four full-sived pages—and occasionally 
in contrast to the four half-sized pages 
of the other local papers, and was wel] printed on good 
paper 


Most of the space in the Han Hua Jih-peo was given 
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over to matters of national or local interest. Of primary 
importance and, in fact, the only parts of the news 
paper read by many people were the official proclama- 
tions, instructions, and regulations already mentioned 
above. These ran all the way from i jons to report 
soldiers who tried to board buse# of enter theaters 
without buying tickets, through local curfew, traffic, 
and other police regulations, to currency and foreign 
trade regulations, provision: for the establishment of 
national labor, youth, women's, and other such organi- 
zations, and the new Organic Law of the People's 
Dernocratic Republic of China 

Presumably no less important in the eyes of the 
authorities were the speeches and articles of prominent 
Communists and fellow-travelers and the biographies of 
military and political leaders. Most of the biographies 
appeared during the first weeks after liberation, but 
the speeches ana articles, some of which had been de- 
livered or written several years before, continued to be 
published in nearly every issue. Among the latter were 
policy statements by Mao Tre-tung, Liu Shao-chi, Chen 
Po-ta, and Liu Po-cheng—-who was at that time mayor 
of Nanking. The speeches delivered at the opening of 
the meeting called to plan the Political Consultative 
Conference filled nearly half the space in the June 20 
issue, and Mao's statement on the occasion of the 28th 
anniversary of the founding of the Chinese Communist 
Party took up the entire front page of the July | issue 
Articles by little-known persons were given significance 
by the fact of their appearance in this official publica- 
tion. The same may be said fer the regularly unsigned 
editorials, which generally addressed themselves to some 
event of the moment such as a national youth or labor 
meeting, a conference on literature and the arts, or the 
Political Consultative Conference ; or to some subject of 
current urgency such as the elimination of the black 
market in silver and foreign currencies or the necessity 
of converting Nanking from a city of parasitical govern- 
ment employees and their hangers-on into one of 
productive enterprise, or perhaps to some international 
topic. 

Domestic news items, no lew than speeches, feature 
articles, and editorials, were presented in such a way 
as to serve the cause of the New Democracy. News of 
the fighting was generally accurate, although the reports 
usually lagged several days behind the event. Supple- 
menting the news were human interest stories describing 
the anti-social acts of Kuomintang soldiers and police 
before the liberation, the exemplary behavior of the 
Peopie's Liberation Army, and the enthusiastic reception 
accorded the liberators everywhere. Although the news 
was generally optimistic, reports of failure, even of 
internal opposition, occasionally appeared. Unfavorable 
reports appear to have been published only when they 
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Frequent accounts of the activities of the American 
Communist Party and of other “progressive elements” 
greatly magnified their importance and influence in 


the Amencan scene 


Attack on White Paper 
Release by the Department of State on August 5 ol 
he Whit 
ched off an almost hysterical anti-Amencan out- 
Nanking press. Not waiting to begin their 


Paper on lU nted States Relations with China 


en until they could secure a copy of this bulky 
document. the Chinese Communists for several weeks 
used the broadcast version of Secretary Acheson's Let- 
ammunition. Day after dav 


and reports of round- 


ter lransmettal for 


} " } 
sperches, resoutons 


editorials 


able discussion groups and protest meetings were 
spread across the pages of the Han Hue Jth-pao chal- 
enging Amerian policy and the White Paper from 
every angle 

attack was Acheson's 
continue to beliewe that . . . the 


individualism 


Parucularly singied out for 
statement that “We 
profound civilization and the democrat 


which the Communists translated “democratic im- 


a vidua nts 


of China will reassert themselves and she 
will throw off the foreign yoke. I consider that we 
wuld encourage all developments in China which 
work toward this end.” This was interpreted as an ap- 
peal to all Western-educated Chinese to work secretly 
new government and as a promise that 
would be aided by the American govern- 
a penod of more than a month only one 
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and sometimes extra pages had to bx 
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nese paper the Han Hua Jih-pao devoted 
large ammount of space to European af- 
cms familar with Russian propaganda 
Plan, the North Atlantic “Aggression” 
Ministers amd the 


ce of Foreien 


found it faithfe'ly reflected m this 
r Here also were the same vitriolic 
yntu-Communiet governments of west- 


on Tito, and the 


han sitwat 


same explanations of 
ions as were published in 

One invariably found the “peace- 
SSR leading the 


propertyless peoples of 


whole world for that matter, against 


ns” and actions of “Imperialist 
European satellites 


aganda line regarding Asia was 
lowed. Nehru. was declared to have 
an and Britis ca 
Indiar reve 


{ Hyderabad bw the 


1950 


pitaliem, thus be- 
ution; the invasion of the 


Indian army was 


MARCH 6&8 


portrayed as an act of aggression against the exploited 
masses; Hatta was also said to have sold out to Amern- 
can impenalisnm, thereby betraying sot only Indonesa 
but all the peoples of southeast Asia, and South Korea, 
in contrast to “independent democratic” North horea, 
was spoken of as a colony of the United States, Even 
with regard to the negotiation of a peace treaty with 
Japan, the Russian powtion that the small nations should 
be excluded and Russia and China have veto rights 
was maintained, on the growed that “China and Russia 
had made the principal contributions to Japan's de- 
feat.” 

A substantial portion of cach imue of the Han Hua 
tories, slogans 


over to paarins, 


|ih-pao was 
songs, and cartoon: praising Mao Tee-tung, the New 
the People’s Liberation Army, the labor 
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attacking Chiang Kai-shek and his reactionary associ 
ates, American imperialiem, black market operators, or 
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are “these political, authoritative, judicial and leading 
offices which are specified as such by law.” The part- 
ners further agree to make no “appreciable discrimina- 
tion between their respective nationals and corporate 
bodies.” In any case the latter are not to receive within 
the jurisdiction of the other partner less than most- 
favored-nation treatment 

The Agreement on the regulation of cooperation in 
foreign affairs contains five bref articles and provides 
for litth more than coordination, which is to be achieved 
through consultation. There will be joint or common 
representation in international intercourse only where 
both partners decide that it is in their interest (Art. 1). 
in case one of the partners does not have dip- 
lomatic representation in a foreign country he shall have 
his interests represented in that country “by preference” 
by the diplomatic representative of the other partner 

Art. 4). Each is to determine and conduct its own 
foreign policy, but “they shall aim at coordinating 
their foreign poley as much as possible and at con- 
sulting cach other thereon” (Art. 2). Neither partner 
shall conclude a treaty, nor “perform any other judicial 
act in international intercourse” unless after consultation 
with the other, but this obligation is prescribed only 
in cases “involving the interests of the other partner” 

Art. 3). Each shall when requested extend to the 
other technical or other cooperation in foreign rela- 
to the best of his ability” (Art. 5). 


However 


thorns 


In the field of commercial policy the provisions for 
cooperation are more specific and binding. While each 
own foreign trade policy, they shali take 
as far as it is considered profitable and 


state has its 
yomt action 
beneficial to both parties.” Joint action seems to be 
prescribed with regard to the countries of Europe.* 
In case one of the partners does not wish to take part 
in a specific trade agreement, the other is free to pro- 
ceed with negotiations, and the non-participating part- 
ner shall refrain from concluding a separate trade 
negotiating with third counties the 
partners will have a joint policy and be represented by 
“coordinated” delegations, with a chairman appointed 
from the deleganon having the greater interest in the 


liscusuoNns 


agTerimecn In 


concerned 

It « interesting to note that the Financial and 
Agreement envisages mutual preferential 
trade treatment (Art. 22). This would. be a reversal 
of policy. While the East Indies Government resorted to 
quotas and other protective commercial devices in the 
world depression, there were no tariff preferences be- 
tween the metropolitan country and the dependency. 
Unlike the Philippines, Indonesia is not faced with the 
problem of weaning itself from an artificially-produced, 
dependence on one country. 
4 Financial and Economic Agreement, Article 21. 
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Econom 


overwhelming trade 


Whether another preferential tanff arrangement re- 
flects a desirable trend and whether it will be welcoined 
in all foreign offices is a question which need not detain 
us here. 

The Agreement seems ambiguous about the positon 
of Dutch nationals and corporate bodies within the 
jurisdiction of Indonesia in so far as busness enter 
prise is concerned. On the one hand they are assured 
most-favored-nation treatment, and “forvignerss of all 
nations will have equal rights in the participation of 
trade with Indonesia and in the economic activity and 
industrial development” of Indonesia, but on the 
other hand the latter “recognizes that the special im- 
terests of Netherlands nationals and corporate bodies 
within Indonesia will be fully taken into account 
(Art. 11). It is clear, however, that the Dutch in 
Indonesia are not to have anything like the preferred 
position which Americans enjoy in the Philippines. 

The most interesting, and in the long run probably 
the most significant, of the many agreements concluded 
at the Hague Round Table is the one on cultural co- 
operation. While the agreement is aimed at the promo- 
tion of cultural relations between the two countries, 
these relations are nevertheless to bear “a universal 
character and aim at the realization of the free cx- 
pansion of the free human mind.” To promote the 
realization of the objects of the agreement there will 
be set up a joint committee of fourteen member, seven 
from each partner. The joint committee is authorized 
to set up working committees for the consideration of 
special objects. Each country is to promote within its 
own territory “a reasonable knowledge of the funda- 
mental elements of the other partmer’s culture.” This 
is to be done “by means of radio, films, press, libraries, 
distribution of reading matter, education and manifesta- 
tions of art.” The two countries undertake to promote 
“the exchange of radio broadcasts in the cultural 
field and of news.” At request cach is to support the 
other in the development of education and science and 
the prornotion of culture. 

The Agreement also envisages the exchange of 
teachers, professors, scientists, and artists, the granting 
of scholarships for use in the other country, the stand- 
ardization of certificates and degrees and the trans- 
lation of publications of one country into the language 
or languages of the other. They shall also promote “the 
establishment of contacts between organizations recog- 
nized by the respective countries and active in the 
cultural field, including youth organizations.” The 
Agreement calls for cooperation between the two for 
an early survey of “the state of science” in Indonesia, 
“in particular with respect to natural science, technics, 
medical science, history, language, cconomics and 
adat law.” AMRY VANDENBOSCH 
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Pebruary 3 to 16, 1950 


February 3; India 
protest with Pakistan over the 
Hiedus im Bast Bengal 
Japan 
Japan is ready wo wend trade 
China as won as Allied Headquarters will permut it 


India is reported to have lodged o 
alleecd mistreaternt = of 
Premier Yoshida tells the Diet that 
representatives to Cormsmunist 


February 3 


February 4: China. Radio reports from China state that the 


Peking 
government embracing Shant 
Fubien, and Nationalist-held Formos 


reated an East China regional 


Anhwei, Chehang, 


government has 
weg, Kiang, 
sanc hows 


February 5: Pahsstan Pakistan lifts cconorec 


against South Africa pending negotiations om the rights of 
Asian minorities there 

Pebruary 6: India 
that India will adopt a wait-and-sc 


Indochina and Tibet 


Minister Nebru 
attutud 


Prisvx tells the preas 


toward both 


February 7: Indochina The United States and Great 
Britain extend full diplomatic reecgnition to the Bao Dai 
government of Vietnar ul to the independent stutes of 
Laos and Cansheodia 

India and Pakistan 


governments appear before the UN Security Council to defend 


February Representatives of both 


their respective positions with regard to Kashour 


February &: China The 
the UN to eet up @ sea and air patrol between Formosa aad 


Nationalist regime formally anks 
the Chinese mainland to guard against Soviet naval and air 
aid to the Chinese Conupeniets In any attempt to capture 
Formosa 
February i] 
government in Vietnan 


Indochina Belgium recognizes the Bao Dai 
amd the states of Laos and Cambodia 
Bulgaria recegtdees the gowernment of Ho Chi Minh 

Chine end Aorea After defeating a Korean 
US Howse of Representatives 


February % 
ard ball three weeks ago, the 


pases a combuned aid tnll authorizing short-term coonom« 


assistance for south Korea and for the Chinese Nationalists 


on Pormosa 


February 9: jJapen SCAP announces that the Japanese 


government « authorered to st up official trade agencies im 


the United States, although the Japancse trade representatives 


i 


will have no diplomatic or consular priv leges 


February > Cate The US government protests to th 


Chinese 


Nationalists against th deliberate and repeated 


bhomune of US property Shanchai The US Senate passes 
the Pormons-Korea aid bill 

Indonena Th 
to the United States of Indonesia 


February | Export-Import Bank agrees 

d up to $100,000,0 

for the purchase 4 US capital goods needed for the reconstruc 

of the Indonesian cconomy 

japan rermer Yoshida's conservative Demo 
: ‘ 


Liberal Party is reneathenead ty the admuamon of J 


Party 


ebruary 11 
mernbers {roe De mocratn 
bruary | Male 


. villians are c mobelieed to aid Malayan police 


ppos tion 


ports from Singapore state that 


troops against Cor nist guerrilla forces 
wry 12: Pat Ir 


he of fiatrons fe allaner 


Afghanietar snd «=Pakistar 


repertead ¢t 
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February |5. Indie and Petuten. The Iedian perliament 
pames a bill aiming at the expulsion of nearly 500,000 
Moslems who are alleged to have infiltrated into Assam from 
East Bengal in Pakistan dering the par two years Prime 
Minister Liaquat Ali Khan of Pokistan staces that riots in 
Caleutta have driven thousands ef Moslems from that city into 
East Bengal 

February 13. Unsed States, US atate Department official 
o the Far East meet in Bangkok with Ambasador-at-Large 
Philip C. Jessup to discus regional problem. The US Joint 
Chiefs of Staff report to the press in Washington after a ten- 
day imapecbon trip to Japan and key Pacific: bases, expressing 
satielaction with the combat efficiency of US armed forces 
o Far Eastern outposts 

February 14: China The People’s Republic of China 
wens a thirty-vear treaty of friendship, alliance, and mutual 
sid with the Sowiet Union. The treaty provides that China 
will receive $300,000,000 in credits from the Soviet Union, 
snd that Dairen, Port Arthur, and the Changchun railway 
will be returned to China after the signing of a Japanese 
peace treaty or by 1952 

February 15 US Secretary of State Acheson tells 
the press that the most significant features of the Sino-Soviet 
agreement are probubly contained im secret protocols 

Pebruary 15 The Bangkok conference of 

US Far Eastern diplomats comes to an end. A conference 
ommmunique motes that “discussions were conducted within 
the general framework of the announced policy of the United 
States to support the independence and the nationalist aspira- 
tions of all Asian peoples.” 
Preadeot Synama Rhee of Korea, 
m a vet to General MacArthur, invites Japan to age aude 
id animosities and join Korea in an anti-O 
ander the leadership of MacArthur 

February 16: Pakistan An agreement is reported in 
woeess between Pakistan and South Afric: ander which the 
atter will supply a minimum of 1,500.00 tons of coal an- 
sually to Pakistan at rates ong than Indian coal 


China 


United States 


February 16: Korea 
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